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Perseverance
Finds a Vocation

DAVID WERTHMANN

As  we know, St. Gerard’s

family was very poor, and so as a

young man he had to find work

to help support his mother and

sisters. His first job was for a very

grumpy and quick-tempered

bishop. No employee of that man

had ever kept a job for very long

because it was nearly impossible

to please him. Yet Gerard never

complained about whatever ill-

treatment he received.

Gerard had an uncle who was

a member of the Capuchin order

and after that easily irritable

bishop died, Gerard thought of

joining their community, but they

turned him away. Then in late

summer 1748, a well-known

Redemptorist missionary

preached at Gerard’s home

parish. Gerard cornered the

Brother who accompanied the

priest, asking him all sorts of

questions about the Redemp-

torists. Liking what he heard, he

declared, “I will live with you.”

But the visitor was not im-

pressed with Gerard, “The

Congregation is not for you.

Among us, hardship is the norm,

sleeping on straw, rising to a

rigorous day….”

Smiling, Gerard responded,

“That’s just what I’ve been

looking for.”

Since the traveling priest was

no more supportive than the

Brother, Gerard decided to

become a hermit. He and a dear

friend went off to the woods

together to begin their journey

toward God. He even wrote his

own Rule that included a strict

diet of nothing more than roots

and greens. But their holy

venture only lasted three days

because their teeth quickly

turned green. So they went back

to their mothers’ cooking.

To Care for Others
Lord of Life,

empower me with the

guidance of your Spirit

to live in readiness

for your coming

in the ways

I feed the hungry,

give drink to the thirsty,

shelter the homeless,

clothe the naked,

care for the sick,

visit prisoners,

bury the dead,

share knowledge of you,

give advice to those in need,

comfort those who suffer,

show patience to others,

forgive one another,

admonish those who need it,

pray for others.

Enliven my heart and

guide my deeds.

In Jesus’ name I pray.

Amen.
From The People’s Prayer Book,

Carole Garibaldi Rogers and
Mary Ann Jeselson, editors,

Liguori Publications

  Heart of theMatterThe
From Illinois

Please pray for my sister and her husband, who
are trying to have another baby. They have a five-year-
old son and have been trying for a second child for
over a year.

I was introduced to St. Gerard when I, too, was
having problems. My sister-in-law sent me a prayer
card and a St. Gerard medal and I started receiving the
newsletter. After numerous attempts of trying to
conceive, our prayers were answered and our daughter
was conceived. Then to our surprise and a miracle
from God, only months after she was born we con-
ceived our son. We have been blessed with two beauti-
ful and healthy children and we thank God and St.
Gerard every day for our two miracles.

I pray that my sister does not have the same
problems that I did in order to have another child.
Through our prayers and belief, we ask that God and
St. Gerard bless my sister and her husband with
another child.

From Wisconsin
Please pray for my sister-in-law who is pregnant

for the third time. Her first baby died and she lost
another through miscarriage. Please pray with us that
God will grant her a safe, happy, and healthy preg-
nancy, and bring this child to be baptized and wel-
comed into the family of God. We have faith that God
will provide.

From E-mail
I have been diagnosed with ovarian failure. There

is no cure for this except miracles, which I know can
happen.

I have a list of infertile relations and friends whom
I have placed before St. Gerard. I said prayers to St.
Gerard and my friend on my list had a baby boy after
eight years. Another on my list now has two children.
Please pray for all of us and thank God for his infinite
goodness on all of us.

From E-mail
For the past few years friends of ours have been

trying to become pregnant. I have prayed to St. Gerard
faithfully for them to successfully become pregnant.
Recently they announced that they are pregnant. I am
truly thankful to St. Gerard for his intercession in their
lives. May he continue to intercede and allow them to
have a healthy child.

All Seasons Pass
Grieving a Miscarriage

Martha Manning  • Sorin Books

A spiritual story of hope and healing about the author’s own miscarriage, told as a

parable in which an older woman comforts a younger woman through the loss of her

pregnancy and the events that follow. While there is no “quick fix” following the loss

of an unborn child, readers will learn ways to mourn and begin the healing process.

All Seasons Pass offers consolation to those who feel angry and betrayed by both

their bodies and their God.
To order, please call 1-800-325-9521  • Mention Promo Code N6551764-pages  • ID 27005 • $9.95

�
Please send your prayer requests and thanksgiving

letters to miss-spon@liguori.org or to the address on
page one. These addresses may also be used to report
an address change, to request missed issues, or to
remove someone from or add someone to our mailing
list.
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Holy Determination
The following spring Gerard

was selected to play the role of

Christ in the local Passion play.

His performance was so realistic

that Gerard’s mother fainted as

the soldier thrust his theatrical

lance into the side of Christ

(Gerard). Then just after Easter,

more Redemptorist missionaries

arrived in town. A certain Father

Cafaro gave a hellfire and brim-

stone sermon, so typical in those

days. Young Gerard was fascinat-

ed by the man. He stuck by the

preacher’s side the whole time

despite the man’s gruff demeanor.

His sisters warned their

mother that Gerard was plotting

to go off with these men and she

was as adamant as the earlier

missionaries that Gerard should

forget all ideas about becoming a

missionary. And the elderly Mrs.

Majella could be just as dramatic

as her son. “My son, I conjure you

not to cause me this pain by the

sword which pierced my heart

when I saw you transfixed on the

cross.”

When the day arrived for the

missionaries to depart, she locked

her son in his room. But through

the years Gerard had observed

how various heroes in touring

theater groups usually made their

getaways, and he was prepared.

He tied his sheets together like a

rope and secured them to his bed.

Then he simply climbed down

those knotted sheets from his

second floor window.

The missionaries were already

quite a distance down the road,

but Gerard caught up with them

and asked to be accepted into

their order. The priest insisted,

“You haven’t the strength to be

our Brother, just go home.” But

Gerard put on his charming grin

and replied, “Put me to the test.”

He was ready to prove that he

could handle anything. Eventual-

ly the priest sent him to the

seminary just to get rid of him.

From Uselessness
to Greatness

Through the years tradition

has maintained that the priest

sent a note with Gerard to the

seminary rector stating that this

young man is “a useless brother.”

And in those days a priest could

very well have used such language

in regard to a Brother. But it was

actually Gerard himself who said

on his deathbed, “I am a useless

subject for the Congregation.”

Amazingly, Father Cafaro—

that priest on the road who had

first sent him to the seminary—

had begun to recognize the

valuable addition Gerard was to

the community and its work. On

the other hand, the vicar of the

community put Gerard through

terrible torments—worse than

the malicious bishop who had

employed him so many years

before. Others in the house were

appalled and began to consider

Gerard a “great saint” even while

he was still alive because of what

he endured at the hands of that

man whenever he was in charge.

Our Own Vocations
There are at least two lessons

for us in this short story. First, we

must constantly seek what we

truly want. God’s will is already in

our heart. Our greatest yearnings

in life are God’s Holy Spirit

calling us to become what it is

God wants for us. We should not

let any other person or obstacle

deter us from attaining those

deepest convictions.

Second, as we have unfortu-

nately learned in recent years,

even bishops, superiors, and

others in charge can have rude

personalities or misuse their

authority; after all, they are only

human. While no one should ever

accept abuse of any kind from the

hands of another, sometimes it

takes heroic stamina to endure

painful situations. At times like

those we must rely totally on God

“Let us remain, then, completely in-
different in everything, so that we
may always and in all things do the
divine will, with that supreme purity
of intention that God wants from us.”

for the strength we need. In the

end we will probably come out a

better person and others will

admire our persistence. They may

even be inspired to let go of their

own fears and step out for the

sake of others.

Beloved St. Gerard, I know

that I can do nothing on my own

without the help of God. May I

always remember that I do not

have to do what I cannot do; and

that the skills I have to do the

things I can, are gifts from God,

whose Spirit is always at work

within me. I pray to the Holy Spirit

to lead and guide me—and to

make me holy as the Spirit did for

you. Amen.

Adapted from “Gerard Majella:
The Joyful Saint” by Hamish Swanston in

Saint Gerard Majella:
His Writings and Spirituality,

Noel Londoño, C.Ss.R., editor,
Liguori Publications.

Closing prayer from Meditative Novena to
Saint Gerard Majella, A Redemptorist

Pastoral Publication, Liguori Publications

Loving God,

who is a beloved parent to us all,

help us both be ready for the privilege of parenthood.

Give us a love of one another

that is ready to take on the challenge

of sharing our lives with another person.

And help us to build a community of support—

friends and family who will be there for us

and for our child

when we need their help and advice.

Help us to see that the opportunity to be a parent

may be the closest we’ll ever come

to a glimpse of your limitless love for us.

And if it is not your will for us to have a child,

help us to understand other ways

in which you are calling us

to give our love generously to others.

Amen
Prayer for Readiness to Be Parents from Welcome!

Prayers for New and Pregnant Parents, by Kathleen Finley

“…it is possible
to live always

in serenity,
knowing well

that in
God’s plan

lies our
happiness
and our

fulfillment.”
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