
God of our days and nights, please bless this little 

one as he rests in your care throughout this night. 

Keep him safe in your love and in ours; give him 

good dreams, and after a peaceful night, give him 

the energy and the gifts he needs tomorrow to be 

and do all that you have made him to be. Amen.
From Welcome! prayers for new and pregnant parents by Kathleen Finley

Enrollment in the League of Saint Gerard
Each enrollment is $10.00 and includes a certifi cate, an aluminum 
Saint Gerard medal, a wallet-size picture of Saint Gerard, a prayer 
leafl et, and the booklet, Gerard Majella: The Mothers’ Saint.

□ Enroll me in the League of Saint Gerard. (G0101)

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE ZIP

PHONE 

E-MAIL

□ Check this box if you cannot aff ord the enrollment fee; you may still 
participate as a member. Saint Gerard has been good to us.

□ Please send enrollment gifts to the following people: (G0101)

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP

SIGNATURE ON GIFT CARD 

PR AY E R R E QU E S T S
Please remember the following intentions in the weekly Mass off ered 
in honor of Saint Gerard:

M A S SE S
Please off er the following Mass(es) for my intention(s) as indicat-
ed. (Masses cannot be off ered on specifi c dates.)

The suggested stipend for a Mass is $5.00

I have enclosed $ _________ for this purpose.

DONAT IONS
In gratitude for favors received, I wish to make a donation to help 
spread devotion to Saint Gerard.
I have enclosed $ _________ for this purpose.

SAINT GERARD MAJELLA  is the 
patron of childbirth; children; 
expectant mothers; falsely accused 
people; good confessions; lay 
Brothers; motherhood; mothers; 
Muro, Italy; pro-life movement; 
and unborn children.

P R A Y E R S  •  D E V O T I O N S  •  M E M B E R S H I P  •  G I F T S  •  R E S O U R C E S  •  S U M M E R  2 0 0 6

The Risk of
Helping Others
IN THE 18TH CENTURY, when Saint Gerard was alive, religious vocations 

were looked upon quite differently than today. People highly esteemed 

priests, nuns, and Brothers, and anyone who entered a convent or seminary 

was believed to have most certainly saved their soul.

A family whom Brother Gerard knew quite well had four children. The 

boy was studying to become a priest and the two older girls were already 

nuns. Everyone presumed that the youngest daughter would follow her sis-

ters’ path, as well. But to enter a monastery the candidate’s family was re-

quired to offer a dowry for the support of their son or daughter. 

After paying for three children to enter religious life, this poor family 

could hardly afford another dowry, so Saint Gerard came to the rescue. He 

seemed to have a regular list of benefactors upon 

whom he could call when there was a need. Soon 

Brother Gerard had easily collected suffi cient funds 

to cover the young woman’s dowry, and off to the 

convent she went.

Not a Good Fit
It didn’t take long for the Mother Superior of the 

community to realize that this girl was not going to 

fi t in well with the way of life the Sisters lived. After 

about three months, she decided that there was no 

point in wasting more of the new postulants time, 

and so she sent the girl back to her family.

The villages in Italy where this took place were 

quite small. Everybody knew everyone else, and 

also knew everyone else’s business. The poor young woman now had to re-

turn home and face her family and all her neighbors as a “failed nun.” Many 

in those days believed that leaving a religious community was almost like 

condemning one’s self to hell. It must have been very humiliating for her. 

St. Gerard Majella
The Mothers’ Saint
PAMPHLET
ID 14900 • $1.00

About the League
of Saint Gerard
The League of Saint Gerard was founded in 1936 
by the Redemptorists of Toronto, Canada, due to 
the overwhelming popularity and devotion to this 
saint and his powerful intercession. Liguori Publica-
tions adapted the league in 1948. There are thou-
sands of members enrolled in the league today.

Membership in the League of Saint Gerard 
includes a certifi cate, an aluminum medal of Saint 
Gerard, a wallet-size picture of Saint Gerard, a 
prayer leafl et, and the booklet Gerard Majella: The 
Mothers’ Saint.

See the order panel in this newsletter for infor-
mation about enrollment in the league.

Saint Gerard, pray for us.

Who is Saint
Gerard Majella?

Saint Gerard Majella was born 

April 6, 1726, in Muro, Italy. He 

was the son of a tailor who died 

when Gerard was twelve, leaving 

the family in poverty. Gerard 

tried to join the Capuchins, but 

his health prevented it. He was 

accepted as a Redemptorist lay 

Brother serving his congregation as sacristan, gar-

dener, porter, infi rmarian, and tailor. 

Gerard died of tuberculosis around October 16, 

1755, at Caposele, Italy. He was beatifi ed January 29, 

1893, by Pope Leo XIII. Gerard was canonized on 

December 11, 1904, by Pope Pius X. 
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Welcome!
Prayers For

New and
Pregnant

Parents
ID 67120

$10.95

Prayers
for a New
Mother
PAMPHLET
ID 14895 • $1.00

Prayers
for a New
Father
PAMPHLET
ID 15564 • $1.00



 QT Y. ID NUMBER TITLE PRICE TOTAL

CARD NUMBER

SIGNATURE

EXP. DATE

TOTAL

SHIPPING AND HANDLING (15% OF TOTAL, $3.50 MINIMUM)

SUBTOTAL

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE ZIP CODE

PHONE

FAX

E-MAIL  PROMO CODE:   D66038

Product Order Form
PHONE 1-800-325-9521 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. (CST) weekdays; St. Louis area 
customers, or outside North America, please call 636-464-2500.

FAX 1-800-325-9526 St. Louis area customers, or outside North America, 
please fax 636-223-1457.

MAIL Liguori Publications, One Liguori Drive, Liguori, MO 63057-9999.

E-MAIL liguori@liguori.org (Include Promo Code, payment/shipping info., 
daytime phone.)

ON-LINE www.liguori.org

� Bill me. (Institutional customers only. $20 minimum.)

� Payment enclosed $ __________ (No minimum.)

� Charge my credit card

 � MasterCard � Visa � Discover � Am. Express

Shipping and Handling costs will be added to all billed and credit card orders.
Prices, terms, and availability subject to change. Call for quantity discounts.

The woman became upset at Ge-

rard for having arranged for her to 

get into the convent in the fi rst place. 

After all, if he had not collected the 

dowry from his friends, none of this 

would have happened. She was deter-

mined to get back at him. 

The Famous False Accusation
Sometimes it doesn’t pay to be a hero. 

Gerard found that out the hard way. 

Very soon stories began to circulate 

that Brother Gerard had been in-

volved in some type of compromising 

behavior inappropriate for a religious. 

Exactly how the story went, we are 

not sure. One version claims that the 

woman reported to her local parish 

priest that Gerard had molested her. 

Another story holds that she told her 

parents that Gerard had been “play-

ing around” with a girl from anoth-

er family with whom they were good 

friends. And yet a third version main-

tains that this woman whom Gerard 

had so generously helped was impreg-

nated by her confessor. Then to save 

face, she and the priest decided to 

blame it on Gerard!

We will never know what the actual tale was she passed on. Yet we do know 

that the falsely accused Brother was called before Father Alphonsus Liguori, 

the superior general of the Congregation. Although the accusation was to-

tally unfounded, for some reason Gerard did not attempt to defend himself. 

Instead, he recalled that Jesus had also been unjustly accused and sentenced 

even to death. So in imitation of Christ he accepted the unwarranted pun-

ishment with complete humility. 

And for the holy Brother, the punish-

ment was indeed severe. Gerard was forbid-

den from seeing anyone outside the monas-

tery, and was forbidden from receiving holy 

Communion until the situation was cleared 

up. And that took several months.  

It is unclear how the mess was at last re-

solved. Either the young woman or perhaps 

the priest who collaborated with her could 

no longer live with this lie on his or her con-

science. Several letters were exchanged with 

Father Liguori, and happily Brother Gerard 

was eventually exonerated. 

By David Werthmann. Adapted from “Gerard Majella: The Joyful Saint” 
by Hamish F. G. Swanston in Saint Gerard Majella: His Writings and Spiri-
tuality, Noel Londoño, C.Ss.R., ed., Liguori Publications.

Prayer to
Saint Gerard
Saint Gerard, I tend to 

complain when trials and 

sorrows infl ict my life or when 

things don’t go my way. Yet I 

want to become more aware 

that my sufferings offer me 

another way of sharing in the 

life of Christ. Ask God to steer 

further pains and tribulations 

away from me, but also help 

me to endure patiently the 

load I must carry. Amen.
From Meditative Novena to Saint Gerard Majella, 
Liguori Publications

PROMO CODE D66038

DELUXE PAMPHLET

Meditative Novena to
Saint Gerard Majella
ID 14580 • $1.95

HOLY CARD

St.Gerard Majella
Motherhood Prayer on Back
ENGLISH • ID G0070
100 CARDS • $15.00

SPANISH • ID G0095
100 CARDS • $15.00

LEAFLET

Prayers to the Mother’s 
Saint: St. Gerard
ENGLISH • ID G0045 • 10¢
SPANISH • ID G0047 • 5¢

Saint Gerard Devotional Packet
Includes ten of each: Prayers to the Mother’s 
Saint leafl ets, aluminum medals, and St. Gerard 
Majella with Motherhood Prayer holy cards.
ID G0046 • $3.50

FULL COLOR BOOKLET

Gerard Majella:
The Mothers’ Saint

ID 38320 • $3.95

Send your prayer requests and letters to
miss-spon@liguori.org

or mail to One Liguori Drive, Liguori MO, 63057-9999. 

From E-mail
Please pray for my sister who just had a miscarriage. 

Please pray that she may feel God’s presence during 
this time of grief and that she may be able to become 
pregnant again and have a healthy baby. 

From Idaho
Please pray my sister will be able to conceive a child 

and that some of the burden of her assorted medical 
issues will be relieved. She has a beautiful daughter 
who she is very grateful for. She and her husband are 
tremendous parents and would do a great job with any 
additions God grants them.

Would you also pray that my friend and her husband 
will  be able to sucessfully adopt a daughter. They are 
unable to have children of thier own but have faith that 
God will provide them with the children he has intended 
for them in his plan. Thank you.

From California
I recently suff ered a miscarriage. It was my fi rst 

pregnancy. My husband and I had been trying to 
conceive for sixteen months before I became pregnant. 
I have a  history of medical problems, which are making 
it diffi  cult for me to conceive. The miscarriage has been 
devasting but I feel God’s presence through this diffi  cult 
time. I had a dream that Saint Gerard appeared to me 
and introduced himself and said he was going to be with 
me for a few days. I believe this is a sign of hope.

From E-mail
With the help of Saint Gerard, my husband and I have 

fi nally conceived twins. Please pray that both babies 
are strong, healthy, developmentally perfect babies 
with strong, healthy heartbeats. Please pray that both 
babies grow stronger and healthier with each and every 
passing day so that we give birth to two strong, healthy 
developmentally perfect infants . Thank you.

For additional Saint Gerard
devotional items and resources, visit

www.liguori.org

HOLY CARD

St. Gerard Majella
Respect Life Prayer on Back

ENGLISH • ID G0060
100 CARDS • $5.00

SPANISH • ID G0090
100 CARDS • $7.00

St. Gerard
Sterling
Silver Medal
With Stainless
Steel Chain
Gift Boxed
ID G0200 • $18.95

St. Gerard 
Aluminum Medal
Package of 100
ID G0230 • $15.00

Individual Medal
ID G0225 • 25¢ EACH

PAMPHLET

An Hour With Saint 
Gerard Majella
ID 12625 • $1.00

St. Gerard
Silver-Finish
Medal
With Stainless
Steel Chain
Gift Boxed
ID G0050 • $10.00
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